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What’s On? 
Thu 14 Dec Yr 1-8 Primary Prizegiving at 

 1.00pm and last day for Primary. 

Fri 15 Dec Yr 9-10 Prizegiving at 11.00am and 

 End of Term 4. 

The link for the prizegiving live stream is found below: 

https://rnls.school.nz/live  

Term Dates for 2023 / 2024 
 

Term 4 2023 

Monday 9 October—Friday 15 December 

Mon 9 Oct School opens for all students at 

 8.50am 

Mon 23 Oct Labour Day—closed 

Fri 17 Nov Canterbury Anniversary—closed 

Mon 20 Nov MoE Teacher Only Day—closed 

Thurs 30 Nov Yrs 11-13 Prizegiving  

Fri 1 Dec Primary Teacher Conferences 

Thurs 14  Dec Years 1-8 Prizegiving  

Fri 15 Dec Yrs 9-10 Prizegiving 

 End of Term 4 

Term 1 2024 

Mon 29 Jan  TOD 

Tues 30 Jan Yr 11-13 Course Confirmation & Peer 

 Support Training 

Wednesday  31 Jan School opens for all students 

  At 8.50am and   9-9.30am  

 Mini Whakatau welcome—Events Centre 

Thur 01 –02 Feb  8.50—3.10 pm Regular school days 

Mon 5 Feb TOD—school closed 

Tues 6 Feb Waitangi Day—school closed 

Mar 05 + 06 Photolife—school photos 

Fri 29 Mar Good Friday—school closed 

Mon 01 Apr Easter Monday—school closed 

Tues 02 Apr Easter Tuesday—school closed 

Fri 12 Apr Term 1 ends at 3.10pm 

Term 2 2024 

Mon 29 Apr School opens for all students at 

 8.50am 

Fri 31 May Teacher Only Day  - school closed 

Mon 3 Jun King’s Birthday observed—school closed 

Fri 28 Jun Marariki—school closed 

Please see our website: rnls.school.nz for a detailed 

calender (found under enrolments) 

Dear Parents / Caregivers  - Kia ora koutou 
 

Staffing update: 

We have farewelled our staff who are retiring/leaving and have completed 

our appointments for 2024. 

Congratulations to Lyn McEwan, who is our new Careers Advisor, James Dean, our Yr 9 Dean. We 

welcome Nick de Roo back full time to continue teaching Food and also as our new teacher of 

Digital Technologies. We thank Nigel Dodge for continuing in 2024 teaching technology. We 

welcome a past student, Emily Osborne teaching English in Secondary, and Ruthie Ward teaching 

in Room 2, while Bronwyn Webster moves to teach new entrants in Room 3. We also welcome 

Sharon Sanders for Term 1 teaching Social Studies. We thank God for His provision of high 

quality staff at Rangiora New Life School. 

Cellphones are not to be seen, heard or used in 2024. 

At the start of Term 1 next year, we will consult with the school community on the details of the 

cellphone policy, the new government is mandating in all NZ schools next year. The message I 

have received this week from the government, is that cellphones are expected to be “away for 

the day” at schools—which extends our current policy “away for classes”. Please discuss/prepare 

your children for this change in 2024. 
 

I wish our school community a blessed Christmas and a peaceful new year, as we are reminded 

of the reason for the season. 
 

Ngā manaakitanga       Stephen Walters 

2024 Board of Trustee Proposed 
Meeting Dates: 07 Feb, 06 Mar, 03 Apr, 01 May, 

05 Jun, 03 Jul, 07 Aug, 04 Sep, 16 Oct, 06 Nov,     
04 Dec 

(7 pm—RNLS Library) 
To access the Agenda and Minutes, please click 

on: https://rnls.school.nz/board-of-trustees 
 

Room2 

Maths 

with  

Miss Gibbs 

Room 2 

Marshmallow Structures 

mailto:admin@rnls.school.nz
https://rnls.school.nz/live


Te kura ora hou o Rangiora  

 

Mākohakoha rawa atu e te Atua. 

God is generous. 

Reminder:  Parents please note that school opens for student access from 8.30 am—ie not beforehand please.  We have a duty 
teacher supervising the Denchs Rd netball court area from 8:30 am to 8:50 am (prior to class entry). 

RNLS staff cannot supervise children prior to 8:30 am. 

NB:   If your emails, caregiver details, address, phone numbers, circumstances, etc have changed over the last 
few months please let the school office staff know asap. reception@rnls.school.nz or 03 313 6332. 

Any attendance related queries should also be sent to reception@rnls.school.nz 

 

Violet Routledge was invit-
ed to audition for the Royal 
New Zealand Ballet's show 
of Hansel and Gretel.  

She was successful in 
gaining a part as a bird and 
recently performed 2 
shows at Christchurch's 
iconic Isaac Theatre Royal. 

Ka mau te wehi, Violet!ka mau te wehi!  

 

Rooms 5 and 6 Project Term 4 Knitting blankets and 

catnip toys for the SPCA 

 

Congratulations to Room 5 and Mrs Doney for completing their Digital Tech-
nology trial programme this year.  

 

ByteEd are privileged to work alongside the won-

derful students and teacher of Room 5. It has been 

fantastic to see and hear about their learning ex-

periences. We look forward to continuing this col-

laboration next year with Dinosaur Loops! 

Te kino kē hoki, ByteEd Team. 

Room 5 have been participating in a Computation-

al Thinking Pilot program with ByteEd's learning kit 

- Play Code Learn, Dinsour Steps. On completion 

they had a Zoom meeting with Product Develop-

ment Lead, Sarah Washbrooke. They were super 

excited to give her feedback on Dinosaur Steps. 

They also learnt about the company, their other 

kits and what they are planning for future          

resources. 

They were thrilled to hear from Sarah that they are 

only 1 of 2 classes in New Zealand piloting this  

resource and that Mrs Doney is the only  

Ambassador in New Zealand for this company. 



News and notices 
The RNLS Coffee Team would like to thank the School Family for their support this year. It’s been another successful year and the funds 
raised have gone to purchase new basketballs for the primary students, support the art trail fundraiser, contribute to the house flags 
being created and supported the primary teachers with some financial aid. 

Thank you to all the students who have volunteered their time to help out and a special thanks to our Year 13 students Mia, Kate and 
Vik who sadly leave our team. 

The coffee team will be making hot drinks till Wednesday the 13th of December and at $3 for students and $4 for parents for a large 
drink this is still great value. 

 

Office Max Stationery supplies for 2024—paste the below links and go to: 

Yr 0-8  https://www.myschool.co.nz/rnlsprimary 

Y9-13  https://www.myschool.co.nz/rnls 

Year 9 service day in Primary 

making marshmallow structures. 

Miss Collins at Year 9 activity 

day at Waikuku Beach 

 

Sports fun !! 



News and notices 

Above: 

Primary Christmas Concert 

 

Left: 

Year 8 Formal 

 

The link below contains more information. 

https://rnls.careerwise.school/ 

To discuss your child’s career future and in-school opportunities, please call Mrs McEwan 313 6332 Ext 252 or email 

Lynmcewan@rnls.school.nz -Careers Advisor 

 

1. Southern Institute of Technology—Hornby Book a tour. 

2. MAINZ Christchurch—worth a visit—has enhanced its studio engineering and music production programmes with the purchase of a 
new Sequential Circuits Prophet 5 Synthesizer from long-term industry partner Rockshop. 

3. University of Canterbury—open day on Friday 30 August 2024. 

RNLS Library has a new Careers Inzone Kiosk for you all year levels to use. It only gives you NZ careers information and starts with some Canterbury 

CAREERS CORNER 

The "ACCESS & CHOICE" programme is part of a wider system of mental wellbeing support. If there’s no Access and Choice provider 
near you, talk to your GP or find additional services through Healthpoint or the Mental Health Foundation. https://
www.wellbeingsupport.health.nz/ 

Waimakariri Parenting Support and Information for Families/Whanau 

For updates or additions contact: Social Services Waimakariri Phone: 022 317 7660 or Email: facilitator@sswaimak.nz             www.nextsteps.org.nz 

Support for Families https://www.wellbeingnc.org.nz/support-for-families/ 

info@wellbeingnc.org.nz 

Focus on the Family https://www.focusonthefamily.com› parenting     Explore our practical and research-based parenting advice from a Christian 

worldview covering every age and stage for your family.  Focus on Parenting Podcast ·  We've Got Your Kids Covered ·  Ages 13-18 (Teen)  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__rnls.careerwise.school_&d=DwMFAw&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=KNjKfIFGQH-vkhp3YTFuoFqPNCYD3LgOiafrJRhq6P8&m=yVGmA7tyPSYEnarjsVK5o4t6cuwMPKkFN6wbitPh-OMkGK7jb-F07e6wTbAXxut2&s=gOBb86GpDMWN
https://www.wellbeingsupport.health.nz/
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/mental-health-addictions/
https://mentalhealth.org.nz/help/support-for-myself
https://www.wellbeingsupport.health.nz/
https://www.wellbeingsupport.health.nz/
mailto:facilitator@sswaimak.nz
http://www.nextsteps.org.nz
https://www.wellbeingnc.org.nz/support-for-families/
https://www.wellbeingnc.org.nz/support-for-families/
mailto:%20info@wellbeingnc.org.nz
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/
https://podcasts.focusonthefamily.com/show/focus-on-parenting-podcast/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/kids/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/13-18/


For this reason, we rely on a pool of volunteers to help these students by assisting 

If you think you would be able to spare a few hours from time to time we would love 

Summer Reading Challenge 

2023/24 

 

 

 

Waimakariri Libraries’ Summer Reading Challenge is 

designed to keep kids reading over the summer holi-

days. Participants complete fun, achievable challeng-

es, and upon completion are eligible to be in the draw 

to win some amazing prizes. 

There are many benefits to participating in the pro-

gramme. Children who keep up with their reading skills 

over the six-week break from school, start the new 

school year at a level similar to, or even above, the 

level they finished at the year before. 

The challenges are designed to encourage a love of 

reading, and reinforce the reading, listening, and par-

ticipation skills gained throughout the year.  Research 

shows that Summer Reading Programmes have a 

positive long-term impact on student achievement. 

This year the Waimakariri Libraries Summer Reading 

Challenge 2023/24 starts on 1 December 2023 and 

runs until 31 January 2024.  

Children, and youth can come into any Waimakariri 

Library after 1 December, and pick up a booklet filled 

with fun activities, and challenges to help stop the 

reading ‘slide’. 

Adults can also participate in the challenge and enjoy 

reading together as a family.  

 
For more info, please go to: https://

waimakaririlibraries.com/home 

News and notices 

 

9WGB Social Studies class worked together over the last two weeks to make 75 

bags of treats to bless people in our community. The students worked together to 

design the bags, make the treats and bag them up. The treats were given to people 

living in emergency housing and staff at Burwood Hospital and Charles Upham 

Resthome. 

mailto:aimeepeterson@rnls.school.nz
https://waimakaririlibraries.com/home
https://waimakaririlibraries.com/home


NB from the RNLS Proprietors:  The only dogs permitted on school premises are those officially trained for sight impaired and sensory 
issue work.  This applies to both within and outside school instructional times– ie not at any time! 

News and notices 
When parking before and after school please be respectful of our Southbrook Road neighbours and their right for access to their private driveways. 



Vacancy 
Position – Business Manager – Rangiora New Life Fellowship Trust –                 

Proprietors 

 

Rangiora New Life Fellowship Trust seeks to appoint a Business Manager to support the Proprietors. This role requires expert finance 

and business operations experience. 

The Business Manager will manage the business operations Rangiora New Life Fellowship Trust and support the proprietors in its vision 

and responsibility to uphold the Christian Character of Rangiora New Life School. 

Presenting with outstanding interpersonal skills the successful candidate will foster a positive and dynamic working environment and 

promote excellent working relationships the Proprietors, school, community, etc.  

This role will be for initially be for 16 hours a week to get the new Business Manager familiarised with the role, the role will be for 8 

hours a week afterwards. 

 

Key Responsibilities 

General Administration 

• Collaborate with the proprietors, school staff, contractors, ministry of education and other external parties to efficiently manage 
the proprietors and property operations. 

Financial Planning and Management. 

• Manage financial operations, processes, accounts, reporting, audits, annual budget, payroll etc. 

• Provide communication of financial risks to proprietors. 

• Prepare funding submissions and grant applications. 
Risk and Compliance 

• Keep up to date with current compliance requirements for the Proprietors. 

• Oversee the audit and risk management processes. 
Buildings and Grounds 

• Coordinate with the Property Manager the use and maintenance of school buildings and equipment. 

• Prepare and manage contractor agreements / contracts. 
Support Proprietors Board 

Prepare operational and financial reports for the proprietor board meetings. 
Minute taking of proprietor board meetings. 

 

Qualifications & Skills 

• Relevant qualification experience 

• Excellent analytical and financial data interpretation skills. 

• Excellent written and verbal communication and interpersonal skills. 

• Strong time management 

• Superior organisational skills 
Experience with Xero software would be an advantage. 

 

Email dustyeloff@rnls.school.nz with your CV and covering letter. 



Extra News and Notices 

If you would like to place an advertisement in this Newsletter, please call Glenda at Rangiora New Life School (03) 313 6332 ($50 + GST per term). 

Athlete’s Foot  -  School Rewards:    Just nominate our school at the 

time of purchase…    ie Rangiora New Life School! 
Eligible:   RNLS staff, students or members of their families. 

$15 worth of sports equipment or $10 cash from every pair of shoes 
purchased from our Northlands Athlete’s Foot store, will be donated to 

RNLS. 

Hardship Fund:   Any donation received for the benefit of families 
who may be struggling financially, is very much appreciated.  
Please make your payment to the regular school account tagging 
the payment as Hardship Fund.  

Rangiora New Life School       01 0877 0072756 02 

 

Gateway Stadium / Events Centre Bookings 

Please contact bookings@rnls.school.nz for 

information on availability for public bookings 

outside school hours. 

RNLS App Sponsors!  If you would like to advertise on the 

School Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 
 To download our app: In Google Play & App Store 

search ‘Skool Loop’ and choose School once installed. 

https://mentalhealth.org.nz/five-ways-to-wellbeing 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com
https://mentalhealth.org.nz/five-ways-to-wellbeing

